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Abstract 
The article seems to create a new dimension in educational research with 
particular emphases on curriculum. Lesson, notes written by trained teachers 
are micro-researches that need careful examination, as they are likely to 
create understanding at micro level. They could be transferred to researches 
with few modifications. The major aspects of a lesson note that relate very 
well with educational research are specific objectives based on the contents of 
a topic operational within the context of the topic. The concepts within the 
content in a lesson note are the same with the independent and intervening 
variables of an educational research. It is the variables that the hypotheses are 
derived from. Educational; research statistics like variance, covariance, 
regressional, the V, T and 'z' tests are not very understandable to many 
people. They just know what is suitable to a particular educational research. 
Simple percentage, simple and compound proportion; pie and bar graphs may 
be much more understandable than computer print out of multiple range, 
Scheffe and Duncan Multiple ranges. Educational researchers should 
operate with in the realm of understanding rather than knowing what to do. 

Introduction: 
Many scholars had written books on educational researches covering curriculum. Educational 

Administration and management, psychology and philosophy of education. They all have 
conventional approaches thus a lot of replications everywhere. 

A careful study of various headings in Educational Researches direct our attention to daily 
researches in education by every teacher particularly a primary and post primary levels. Contents of 
various subjects are research topics with language modifications and emotional emphasis to please the 
audience at proposal and Faculty Seminar Level Sentiments and human interest that the writer wants to 
tag as extraneous variables are noticed. They are silent aspects that determine merits with a lot of human 
sympathy. 

Micro - Research in Education 
Lesson note shall be used to teach research studies in education. A lesson note has topic, 

class, date, specific objectives, entry behaviour, steps or concepts revision questions, applications and 
analysis of the lesson whether the objectives were achieved or not. 

The topic with its contents is same with research in education. The contents are divided into 
teaching units, or steps or concepts which are the variables. It is the variables and concepts that 
determine the specific objectives or research questions and hypotheses in a research in education. 

The steps that determine procedure are the hypotheses that are being used to find out what the 
researcher is looking for should be understood. The class in a lesson note is an equivalent of the 
population of the research. That it is for a group of pupils or class does not make the outcome of the 
lesson unusually different form research in education. Population of the study is presented Entry 
behaviour or previous knowledge is what the taughts had done that is relevant to the new topic, which 
could be empirical aspects of a research. The entry behaviour could be far fetched provided it brings 
about comparative study on a micro level in classroom situation. 

Application of the lesson indicates what it contributes to knowledge. A lesson does not mean 
much if learning does not create a change in behaviour, there must be relationships with daily life. 
Analysis in a lesson or evaluation could be likened to chapter four where the hypotheses and research 
questions are being discerned. 

This is where each specific objective in a lesson note is either fulfilled or not fulfilled in a 
research, the hypotheses is either rejected or accepted. In an educational research, the Duncan 
Multiple Range, Table, or Scheffe the comparative means are stated for easy determinant of 



significant or non-significant. 
The fifth chapter of an educational research summary recommendation and conclusion are 

derived from chapters two and four of the study. A lesson is either successful or not and why not 
successful is stated by the teacher. 

The major differences are found in theoretical framework, abstract, acknowledgement and 
dedication if need be. Literature review, which is an elaborate empirical text on the title, should not be 
regarded as special difference because the teacher consulted books with relevant information on the 
topic to be delivered. Title should not have more than 18 words. The opening sentence of a thesis 
should be so condensed that all other aspects of the thesis can hinge on it. 

For instance, "Twelfth Knight" by William Shakespeare opened the play thus "if music be the 
food of love play on; give me excess of it ..... " The book ended as a comedy. Secondly, Daniel Defoe 
in his novel "Robinson Crusoe" said Robinson Crusoe left his home without the consent of his parents 
and prayed to God. It was clear that Crusoe who was leaving a Christian home had misbehaved thus 
he was sure of having some problems. He did not die but his experiences were enough to draw his 
attention to the necessity or importance of listening and seeking advice of God and elders before 
embarking on dangerous ventures. 

An educational research has only an aspect that is not known to the researcher that is the 
results to the hypotheses. Every other aspects are conventional. The theoretical framework, the 
background to the study, scope of the study, research questions and hypotheses, significance of the 
study, purpose of the study and operational definition of terms are known to the researcher. Some 
dishonest but clever researcher manipulated results for the dependent variables thus., what they 
assume to have contributed to knowledge is a deceit. 

The scope of the study and population that comes up in chapter three seem to be a repetition. 
For example, in a lesson note the teacher mentions class and enrolment in given class therefore scope 
of the study in educational research can include the population of the because area to be covered can 
include the population. 

It is always disturbing to the writer to read significance and purpose of the study in chapter 
one of research study because the differences between them are not always very clear to the writer. 
Some researchers write the objectives of the study, a repetition of the research questions and 
hypotheses. The purpose of an educational research is always articulated in chapter one other aspects 
of the research is an elaboration of the background to the study. Chapters two to five are based on 
chapter one. Digressions are always responsible for much criticism at proposal and faculty defenses. 
For example, variables are in chapter three what are the basis of research questions and hypotheses in 
educational researches. Independent and intervening variables are the meat of the researches, 
articulated in chapter one, why stated in chapter three of the research work? If conventions have over 
stayed their usefulness they could be modified. 

Research procedure in chapter three is suppose to be what the researcher is going to do to find 
out what the research is all about. A very clearly articulated pilot study to find out the suitability for 
an instrument may be enough to certify it. Most research students talked of Kunder Richardson's 
formular 21 and explained according to convention without actually understanding what the computer 
print out meant. 

Validation of instrument in a research study is appropriate in chapter three because chapter 
two, the review of relevant literature has nothing to do with validation. But care must be taken when 
discussing validation of instrument in a research study. Empirical studies in chapter two are suppose 
to guide the instrument (s) mentioned in chapter three because the results of the study must compared 
with the empirical studies carried out some where else outside the scope and delimitation of study. 
Some researches have teacher made tests whose results were compared with standardized tests. The 
comparisons based on the results of the educational research had a lot of sags. The tests are not the 
same though they mentioned performance. That the results are the same do not justify the instruments 
used, environment, academic ability and teacher as that taught them may not be the same. 

For example, Britain and America have students that can read between 250 - 300 words per 
minute. They could be could be much more than those in Nigeria. Secondly, they could be much more 
informed than those with less speed. They are mostly Ies emotional than Nigerians. A mere 
conclusion that research results are the some therefore should be used for justifications without a close 
examination is not very acceptable. 

The level of replications in our educational researches in quite disturbing. For instance, a 150 
page thesis has 100 references, where is the researcher's contribution to knowledge? If the results of a 
research did not show originality and sound derivative analysis, the results might not be useful for  
postulation. Most of the inaugural lectures that had been read appeared more biographical than 



summarized research results. 
Chapter five is a comparative analysis of the results in chapter four and empirical studies in 

chapter two Review of relevant literature to the study must be adhered to tenaciously or must be 
followed within the context of the research (s), 

Abstract 
It should be noted that an abstract deals with some aspects of chapter one the number of 

hypotheses used which in most cases cover the research questions. It does not touch chapters two and 
three - literature review and methodology. It touches on the summary of results probably in chapter 
four using a table of multiple classifications where the mean scores are clearly indicated. It could be 
"t" test or Product Moment Correlation Coefficient "r" and soon. A condensed discussion of the 
results in chapter four would be lifted precisely to enable every reader of the thesis to have an insight 
into the work not necessarily obeying a convention with vague abstract of single line spacing.  

Okpala (1995) in his public lecture at the Abia State University, Uturu said either research 
questions or hypotheses could be used for an educational research. It is on the basis of this that a 
conclusive statement was made in paragraph one of the abstract because hypotheses envelope research 
questions in most cases, 

One page or less of A4 paper should be enough for an abstract. M.Ed and Ph.D these must 
have research expressions much more than explanations that cover so many pages. Some of these 
words are very salient to educational researches; variables independent intervening, dependent 
regression, perception, extraneous variable, content and its validity, precise titles to every table, 
rejected accepted, discernable, significant and insignificant, correlation, related and many others.  
Some of these words that are related to a research save time and space writing an abstract to a thesis 
or preface to a book. They are mechanics that must be followed religiously. The compromising and 
sentimental ideas of making a non-expert in an area to supervise and examine oral defence is an 
enigma and incongruous. There should be no excuse for it. 
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References 
The American Psychological Association with its fluctuating methods determines format to 

be used. The recent format of five letters before writing the next line is still being used.  
Students should avoid citing in the book of a dissertation or thesis without its being written 

out. In the lesson notes some teachers write texts books as pieces of instructional materials. A 
quotation should be indented when it is more than three lines. It should be single line spacing. A 
quoted passage should not be left hanging. The researcher must make sure it is relevant to the work 
and buttresses a particular idea(s). A hanging quotation is a digression from the structure of the work.  

People are always talking about current publications, which are very good but must be able to 
add new information to the existing one(s). References are meant to add more flesh to a piece of work 
and not necessarily taken over the original structure of a work. They should be concise and prudently 
used to serve as shared opinion(s) with the researchers. They should be single line spacing and 
double line between each cited book. 

Conclusion/Recommendation 
It is the writer's humble suggestion to every researcher or investigators into curriculum and 

other aspects Educational Studies that the issue of lesson note and plan as micro research procedures in 
educational researches is meant for pre-service teacher trainers to establish a sound standard at both 
National Certificate in Education (NCE) and Bachelors Degree in Education. This will ease  
researchers in Education at postgraduate levels. 

Literature review does not mean volume but relevance to the study. A clearly written literature review 



may explain the terms used better than one or two descriptive sentences tagged operational definition of 
terms. It is necessary to give more attention to empirical studies but the variables that informed the 
research hypotheses should be clearly explained in the literature review. 

A lot of ignorance is shared in chapter four where the data are being analysed because mere 
conclusion of accepting, rejecting or significant and non-significant levels does not show mastery of 
what had been done. Being able to interpret computer print out is not enough justification for sound 
knowledge of what had been done. 

It is hereby suggested that simple percentage, pie graph and simple and compound 
proportions should be used. They are likely to be much more understood than analysis of variance and 
covariance, t and z tests regressional and Pearson V in most of our educational researches that are not 
easily explainable by many. 

For example, simple percentages could be used to measure achievements in examinations; 40-44 
E, 45-49 D, 50-59 C, 60-69 B, 70-100 A. Range could be determined by arithmetic differences. The 
idea of El, D2, C3, B4, and A5 for multiplying the units in preparing results is not 
proportionately spread. The Examination Board or the Senate should divide the five grades 
proportionally to ensure arithmetic uniformity for better average. Pie and Bar graphs could be easily 
plotted using a simple scale. More people are likely to understand the results than the calculated 
statistical results interpreted without much understanding, it is almost acceptable that simple Ratio 
and Proportion could suffice for a 'f and V tests, calculated ratios can as well serve very useful 
purposes for variance and co-variance when they are placed on a comparative table. It is a crime to use 
what is not properly understood. Convention would be used when there is no better alternative. 
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